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Over the last year at the Detroit Collaborative Design Center (DCDC) 
at the University of Detroit Mercy, we have been busy working alongside 
our community partners to redefine community-engaged design within 
the constraints of COVID-19 and reaffirm the focus on social justice and 
racial equity in our practice. The immense loss and challenges of 2020 
reinforced the critical importance of working in partnership toward a just 
and equitable built environment that centers community resilience, which 
is at the core of DCDC’s work.

Together with our partners, we developed new analog and digital 
engagement strategies to safely ensure ongoing engagement in 
neighborhood-based design and planning processes. We also had the 
opportunity to share these lessons and learn from our peers navigating this 
unforeseen challenge both locally and nationally. We believe that this work 
will deepen our engagement approach into the future. We also believe 
that meaningful community-engaged design contributes to more equitable 
communities, ensuring that residents and other stakeholders have ownership 
in the decision-making that impacts their neighborhood spaces. In 2021 
we are looking forward to projects with new and longtime partners that 
continues to work toward spatial justice. COVID permitting, we are eager 
to launch new programs that support a more diverse design field.  

As we do every semester, DCDC also had the privilege of welcoming 
Detroit Mercy School of Architecture student designers into our office 
community in 2020. We are so thankful for their passion and commitment 
to the work of community-engaged design. We are similarly thankful to 
our ever-amazing community partners, with whom we have navigated this 
year, and our funding partners that make this collective work possible.

Ceara O’Leary

Christina Heximer
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Current DCDC Staff
Josh Budiongan, Designer & Project Manager
Charles Cross, Director of Landscape Design
Toni Henry, Designer & Project Manager
Christina Heximer, Co-Executive Director
Julia Kowalski, Designer & Project Manager
Brigette Murphy, Business Manager
Ceara O’Leary, Co-Executive Director

2020 Emerging Designer
Raquel Charrier

2020 Student Designers 
Philip Jurkowski
Neteya Tavernier
Joseph Loria
Farinaz Asghari Torkamani
Maria Jose
Allison Jia Yu
Emmanuel Pillah
Galal Abdullah
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Mission
The Detroit Collaborative Design Center (DCDC) is a multi-
disciplinary, nonprofit design center located in the University of 
Detroit Mercy’s School of Architecture. DCDC exists to bring 
high-quality and community-engaged design to all neighborhoods in 
Detroit. We do this by engaging, educating and promoting equity in 
design processes and outcomes. 

Vision
Every person has access to well designed, healthy spaces and 
neighborhoods and has an active role in the decision-making that 
impacts their community. 

Services 
We work with community partners citywide on a range of projects 
at different scales, prioritizing participation in the planning and design 
process with the belief that local expertise leads to the best ideas. 

Our services include:	 Architectural design
			   Landscape design
			   Urban design
			   Neighborhood planning
			   Infrastructure strategy
			   Community engagement
			   Capacity building
			   Small scale installation design

Our Office Values
• Meaningful, authentic engagement that celebrates local expertise
• Equitable spaces and sustainable solutions that prioritize quality 
design and access for everyone
• Collaboration built upon partnerships and relationships
• Celebrate histories, local culture, and stories of staff and partners
• Educating designers and supporting diversity in design professions
• Local capacity building
• Public interest design research and knowledge sharing
• Professional development and growth opportunities
• Healthy, mindful office culture
• Foster creativity, fun and playfulness

HOW WE WORK



1994-present
University of Detroit Mercy 
School of Architecture

2019- present
Neighborhood HomeBase
 

MUCH OF 2020
Zoom

OUR OFFICES

We have expanded over the last couple years and now 
have a second home at Neighborhood HomeBase on 
McNichols Rd, which we share with the Live6 Alliance. In 
2020 we also expanded our footprint to work from home. 



In 2020 we worked on 
16 projects and initiatives 
with a range of community 
partners across Detroit 
(and sometimes beyond)
Each project is included on 
the following pages, along with 
collaborating partners. We 
apologize if we unintentionally 
omitted anyone!

These projects include:
• Landscape design

• Urban design

• Architectural design

• Community engagement

• Capacity building

New Martin Park  
District Association 
+ Pilgram Village

SCALE: 1/16” = 1’ - 0”

N

Conceptual Design 
new martin park district 
Association + Pilgrim village

community garden visionProject overview
DCDC partnered with New Martin Park District As-
sociation and Pilgrim Village (NMPDA and PV) to do a 
community-engaged process to define community vision 
and feedback about a community garden and center 
between the Martin Park and Pilgrim Village communities. 
This process engaged more than thirty residents from 
throughout Martin Park and Pilgrim Village and has result-
ed in a phased plan for both a community garden and a 
community center in the middle of  the Martin Park and 
Pilgrim Village communities. Phase One of  the garden 
and community center will allow for NMPDA and PV to 
build neighborhood capacity and continue to fundraise for 
future growth. These spaces are meant to be welcoming 
spaces for both youth and seniors that encourage commu-
nity relationship building and knowledge exchange.

Garden Plants Palette

Partipatory Design Process Facilitated by: 
 
       Detroit Collaborative Design Center

New Martin Park District Association  
+ Pilgrim Village

School of  Architecture

Community Garden at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Community Garden Render
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Pennisetum alopecuroides 
 “Fountain grass” 

Echinacea cheyenne spirit  
“Cheyenne Spirit Coneflower” 

Rudbeckia hirta  
“Black-eyed susan” 

Ilex x meserveae  
“Blue Prince Holly” 
(note: for every 3-4  
female, you  need one male) 

Dahlia pinnata 
“dahlias” 

Helianthus 
“SUNFLOWERS” 

Tagetes 
“marigold” 

Miscanthus sinensis gracillimus  
“Maiden Grass” 

Prunus x cistena 
“purple leaf plum” 

Echinacea purpurea  
“Coneflower” 

Cornus alba ivory halo  
“Red twig dowood” 

Ilex x meserveae  
“Blue Princess Holly” Unilock permeable pavers 

by turfstone 

It’s great that there is an 
open space for us to gather 

to exercise together!

It’s so fun to water the  
plants, just like my  
grandpa taught me!

I love that there are 
opportunities to grow 

produce in this  
community garden!

ANNUALS (must replace plant every year): perennials: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Community Garden Render Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Community Garden Diagram
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Neighborhood Relationship Map

Phase One of  the community garden utilizes a lot north 
of  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The garden will be 
a beautiful gathering space for all ages, and a therapeutic 
place of  healing that is focused on health and wellness. It 
will provide resources for the community such as pro-
duce, as well as educational opportunities, specifically 
around growing food and composting. This garden pri-
oritizes perennial plantings as an edge condition, while 
allowing for more annual or produce plants to be planted 
in raised garden beds. The garden beds feature benches 
for ease of  access and community building opportunities. 
The garden also features a pavilion that will gather rainwa-
ter and a large open space for gathering. 



Flowering Dogwood Allegheny Serviceberry  Nannyberry

Red Elderberry RedbudTatarian Dogwood

Quantity Unit Plant Materials Size Notes Unit Cost Unit Total NATIVE
Scientific Name Common Name

2 Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood #1 Ray Wiegands 95.00$         EA 190.00$           Native
2 Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud #1 Wildtype 45.00$         EA 90.00$              Native
2 Amelanchier laevis Allegheny serviceberry 6' Christiansen 150.00$      EA 300.00$           Native
6 Sambucus racemosa Red Elderberry 1gal Wildtype 16.00$         EA 96.00$              Native
4 Cornus alba 'Ivory Halo' Tatarian Dogwood 2" Christiansen 185.00$      740.00$           Native
3 Viburnum lentago Nannyberry 1gal Wildtype 16.00$         48.00$              Native

PLANT TOTAL 1,464.00$   
   

MATERIALS Unit Cost Unit
Quantity Units

8 cy Mulch 3" Main's 60 cubic yard 480.00$           

Materials 480.00$      
material only

1,944.00$        

PROJECT TOTAL $1,944.00

Galilee Missionary Baptist Church

GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
not to scale
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PLANT SCHEDULE AND GUIDE

OPEN PLANTING PIT
TO BE TWICE THE SIZE OF PLUG ROOT

BACKFILL WITH EX. SOIL

5" TYP.

NOTES:
ENSURE THAT ROOTS ARE POINTING DOWNWARD IN THE
HOLE.  WHEN CLOSING PLANTING HOLE, ENSURE NO AIR
POCKETS ARE LEFT IN HOLE.
WATER TO SATURATE BACKFILL MATERIAL
WITHIN 1 HOUR OF PLANTING

3" TYP.

ROOT COLLAR SQUARE TO FINISH GRADE
PROVIDE 3" SOIL SAUCER AROUND
EACH PLANT
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(6) Sambucus racemosa

(4)Cornus alba

(4) Viburnum lentago

(2)Cercis canadensis

(2) Amelanchier laevis

(1) Cornus fl orida

(1) Cornus fl orida

AGGIE square

TEAM offices

Program Space Layout Options

ALTERNATE SCENARIO 1 - 8000SF
- The Storefront accessible from 3rd Ave, along with 
coworking and design studio work space
- Shared meeting spaces easily accessible by visitors 
- Prominent corner Maker Space with outdoor area 
- Coffee bar and storage for staff and events 

the 
storefront

lounge
huddle 

shared 
meeting
spaces

MEDIA LAB

maker spacecoworking design
studio

private 
offices

storage

cofFee

KIP:D COHORT 6
COMMUNITY-ENGAGED DESIGN
SESSION ONE

HOW DO I ENGAGE MY COMMUNITY IN 
AN IMPACTFUL WAY?

HELLO!
from the 
MARYGROVE 
CONSERVANCY

360 DETROIT
360 DETROIT PARK

The 360 Detroit Park will be a transformational outdoor 
community space in the heart of Detroit’s Virginia 
Park neighborhood. It will be a neighborhood anchor 
that provides space for a wide range of community 
activities for all ages. 360 Detroit engaged the 
community and youth to develop ideas for the park. 
The Detroit Collaborative Design Center (DCDC) 
also facilitated two workshops with residents to gain 
feedback on the conceptual design and the type of 
park elements. The resulting design includes elements 
and areas for all age groups to play and exercise 
and space for the neighborhood to come together as 
a whole.  

Detroit Collaborative Design Center
University of Detroit Mercy

School of Architecture

www.DCDC-UDM.org4001 W. McNichols Road; Detroit, MI 48221 313-993-1037
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360 DETROIT PARK

Detroit Collaborative Design Center

DCDC

GEORGE ADAMS
360detroitcdc@gmail.com
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DETROIT COLLABORATIVE DESIGN CENTER
JOSH BUDIONGAN
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313-993-1037
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1404 VIRGINIA PARK STREET DETROIT, MI 48206
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4001 W. MCNICHOLS
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crossca@udmercy.edu
313-993-1037

PROJECT DESIGNER
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THE 360 DETROIT PARK WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGE GROUPS INCLUDING; 
EXERCISE EQUIPMENT FOR ADULTS AND SENIORS, PLAY STRUCTURES FOR BOTH TEENAGERS AND CHILDREN, AND A 
NATURE PLAY SPACE FOR SMALLER CHILDREN. THE PARK DESIGN ALSO INCLUDES A SHADE STRUCTURE FOR GATHERING 
AND AN OPEN LAWN SPACE FOR ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS AN OUTDOOR ART CLASSROOM, MOVIE NIGHT, 
OR GAMES.
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Black Bottom Park 
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PLAN  
August 2020

KEY PARK DESIGN ELEMENTS
1 Stage
2 Pavilion
3 Flexible Lawn
4 Walkway
5 Benches with Perennials
6 Seating, Picnic, Event Area
7 Raised Planter Beds 
8  Art Installation
9 Legacy Trees
10 Ornamental Trees
11 Legacy Shrub Buffer
12 Rain Garden
13 Shipping Container/Business Incubator
14 Potential Parking
15 Fence

PRECEDENT PROJECT IMAGES

Stage (Oakland Ave)        Business Incubator     Art Installation 
  

Legacy Plantings

Prepared by the Detroit Collaborative Design Center 
at the University of Detroit Mercy
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Clubhouse Vision
Kadima will transform the current Lois and Milton Y. 
Zussman Activity Center into a new Clubhouse that will 
serve adults with mental illness in Southeast Michigan. 
Clubhouse is an evidenced-based program that currently 
exists in over 30 countries around the world. The Kadima 
Clubhouse (name to be determined by members) will 
be a welcoming space where members are empowered 
to rejoin the worlds of friendships, employment, and 

Flowering, Fruit, & 
Non-Fruit Trees

Clubhouse Future

BUSINESS & COMMUNICATIONS UNIT 
Members of this unit staff the front entrance/reception, 
greet members, oversee the sign-in process, schedule and 
facilitate orientation for new members. The reception 
area is adjacent to the Business & Communications Unit 
conference and work room. 

Conceptual Site PLAN
The site will provide an inviting and lush, green landscape 
to welcome members and visitors when they first arrive. 
The new clubhouse will be located on an approximately 
four-acre site, near a business and commercial center and 
accessible by public transportation. The main entry will 
face the sidewalk and street, and there will be beautiful 
landscaping and signage at the front inviting people to the 

building. The site will support members with a large garden 
and fruit trees where food will be grown for the Culinary 
Unit, an outdoor Event and Game Lawn for after-hours 
activities, and a fitness path. The parking lot will be tucked 
along the north side of the building with a landscape buffer 
between. It will include a bioswale for rainwater runoff and 
a basketball half-court.

education and to secure the services they may need 
to continue their recovery. It will provide a restorative 
environment and a community of hope for people whose 
lives have been disrupted because of their mental illness, 
who need the support of others in recovery, and who 
believe that mental illness is treatable. It is anticipated that 
70-80 people will be served daily.

According to Clubhouse International standards, a 
Clubhouse must have its own facility and cannot share 
space with another mental health center or institution. 
It must have its own identity, including name, mailing 
address and telephone number. Kadima is committed to 
this model and will raise funds to develop a self-standing 
Clubhouse- either rehabbing an existing building or 
developing a new building on vacant Oakland County 
land. A task force has been developed that will support 
Kadima to identify potential land sites, choose an architect 
and complete the design and construction of the building. 
Once the architectural drawings are complete, Kadima will 
have information necessary to begin the capital campaign 
and engage individual philanthropists, foundations and 
local businesses that have an interest in creating a new 
Clubhouse in Southeast Michigan.

Please visit us at www.kadimacenter.org | 248.559.8235



3700 Gilbert Building Community-Engaged 
Programming + Conceptual Design

The Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation recently 
acquired a community building located at 3700 
Gilbert Street, which they are in the process of 
transforming into a Neighborhood Resource Center 
housing a number of community-facing programs 
informed by community partners. DCDC and the 
Foundation embarked on a series of workshops 
with community leaders that defined the building 
program and conceptual design, providing the basis 
for forthcoming design phases.

Partner: Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation

The Clubhouse is a place that 
I want to come everyday. It is 
beautiful with lots of natural 

light, plants, and amazing people.

I like seeing my 
friends artwork 
celebrated and 

displayed.

We grow food year 
round in the heated 

greenhouse for 
lunches and snacks. 
There are also fruit 
trees and a large 
vegetable garden.We run the clubhouse 

collaboratively as members 
by working together to 

make decisions. 

DCDCDetroit Collaborative Design Center
University of Detroit Mercy School of Architecture

4001 W. McNichols Road; Detroit, MI  48221 • 313-993-1037 [T] • 313-993-1512 [F] • http://www.dcdc-udm.org/

Project Partners
Kadima Mental Health Services 
Wayne State University’s Dept. of 

Educational Psychology
Clubhouse International 

A Clubhouse is a membership organization that 
supports people living with mental illness. It is a 
place where people are not treated as a patient, 
but are seen as valued participants, colleagues, 
and individuals with meaningful contributions to 
the organization and Clubhouse community. 

The design process was informed by Clubhouse 
members who shared insights through multiple 
conversations on the daily operations and 
aspirations for the new Clubhouse. The design 
incorporates the programming units that 
organize a clubhouse into both the interior and 
exterior spaces. The units include Horticulture 
+ Culinary and Business Communications. 
The building and site incorporate sustainable 
practices of passive daylighting, stormwater 
management, and sustainable systems. 

Neighborhood  Development
Clubhouse by Kadima Mental 
Health Services 
Southfield, MI
2020
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Conceptual Site PLAN

360 Detroit Park

360 Detroit Park will be a transformational outdoor 
community space in the heart of Detroit’s Virginia 
Park neighborhood. It will be a neighborhood 
anchor that provides space for a wide range of 
community activities for all ages. 360 Detroit 
engaged the community and youth to develop 
ideas for the park. DCDC facilitated workshops 
with residents to gain feedback. The resulting design 
includes elements and areas for all age groups to 
play and exercise and space for the neighborhood 
to come together as a whole.

Partner: 360 Detroit, Inc.

Kadima Mental Health Services Clubhouse Interior Rendering

ARCHITECTURAL, LANDSCAPE + URBAN DESIGN



Detroit Horse Power Fenkell and Linwood 
Site Participatory + Conceptual Design

Detroit Horse Power’s vision is to repurpose a 
large parcel of vacant land in Detroit to construct a 
new urban horseback riding center that will house 
youth programs. DCDC worked with DHP and key 
stakeholders to develop the conceptual design for the 
site, which will include stables, indoor and outdoor 
riding arenas, and paddocks for the horses to get 
outside and graze every day.

Partners: Detroit Horse Power, Proxy

Black Bottom Park Conceptual Design

Black Bottom Park is a vision for the open space 
adjacent to Vanguard CDC’s offices on East Grand 
Boulevard, along Hastings Street. The conceptual 
design proposes a community event and performance 
space framed by legacy trees, areas to celebrate art 
and local businesses, and seating areas for neighbors.

Partner: Vanguard CDC

Clubhouse Engagement + Conceptual Design 

Kadima partnered with DCDC to develop a 
building and site program, site selection criteria, 
and conceptual design. DCDC also worked with 
researchers at Wayne State University’s Department 
of Educational Psychology who specialize in the 
clubhouse model and spoke with national experts 
with Clubhouse International to better understand 
clubhouse facilities and to inform the program 
and design. DCDC developed and facilitated an 
engagement process to inform space programming, 
site selection criteria, and the conceptual design.

Partners: Kadima Mental Health Services, Wayne 
State University Department of Educational 
Psychology, Clubhouse International 

The Clubhouse is a place that 
I want to come everyday. It is 
beautiful with lots of natural 

light, plants, and amazing people.

I like seeing my 
friends artwork 
celebrated and 

displayed.

We grow food year 
round in the heated 

greenhouse for 
lunches and snacks. 
There are also fruit 
trees and a large 
vegetable garden.We run the clubhouse 

collaboratively as members 
by working together to 
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Project Partners
Kadima Mental Health Services 
Wayne State University’s Dept. of 

Educational Psychology
Clubhouse International 

A Clubhouse is a membership organization that 
supports people living with mental illness. It is a 
place where people are not treated as a patient, 
but are seen as valued participants, colleagues, 
and individuals with meaningful contributions to 
the organization and Clubhouse community. 

The design process was informed by Clubhouse 
members who shared insights through multiple 
conversations on the daily operations and 
aspirations for the new Clubhouse. The design 
incorporates the programming units that 
organize a clubhouse into both the interior and 
exterior spaces. The units include Horticulture 
+ Culinary and Business Communications. 
The building and site incorporate sustainable 
practices of passive daylighting, stormwater 
management, and sustainable systems. 
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Conceptual Site PLAN

Canfield Consortium Landscape + Pavilion 

DCDC worked with the Canfield Consortium 
to design and community gathering space to 
complement and anchor their existing efforts along 
East Canfield. The design includes a circular walk 
inviting people into the landscape, as well as a 
pavilion for performances, students and neighbors. 
The project included early engagement and initial 
concept, extending to construction documents.

Partner: Canfield Consortium
North Central + Brightmoor Tree House Design 
Development + Construction Documents

DCDC worked with Brilliant Detroit and 
neighborhood stakeholders in two Detroit 
neighborhoods, North Central and Brightmoor, to 
design outdoor community spaces adjacent to Brilliant 
Detroit’s houses. Following conceptual design, 	
DCDC developed construction drawings for both 
landscapes and structures. 

Partners: Brilliant Detroit, Ron Omilian

ARCHITECTURAL, LANDSCAPE + URBAN DESIGN



Martin Park and Pilgrim Village Community 
Center + Community Garden

DCDC partnered with New Martin Park District 
Association and Pilgrim Village (NMPDA and PV) 
on a community-engaged process to design a 
community garden and center. This process engaged 
more than thirty residents and has resulted in a 
phased plan for both a community garden and a 
community center. Phase One will allow for NMPDA 
and PV to build neighborhood capacity and continue 
to fundraise for future growth. These spaces are 
meant to be welcoming spaces for both youth and 
seniors that encourage community relationship 
building and knowledge exchange

Partners: New Martin Park District Association and 
Pilgrim Village residents
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community center conceptual design 
Based on community input and neighborhood need, 
the aim of  the community center is to provide a 
welcoming space for community gathering and resources. 
In particular, the center is intended to celebrate and 
encourage intergenerational learning by serving seniors 
and children after school. The initial focus of  the center 
will be to provide technology and computer workshops 
for community members. Other important programming 
that was highlighted by community members was 
educational programming around arts and music, history 
and culture, gardening and cooking. 

The first phase of  the community center will be located 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church’s community space 
while NMPDA and Pilgrim Village seek more permanent 
space that can accomodate the full vision of  the center. 
The first phase of  the community center will feature 
spaces such as a lounge area, a technology workshop 
space, and a flexible classroom space with ample storage. 
In the future, phase two of  the community center will 
provide more spaces for gathering like a conference 
room, larger dedicated classrooms for art and music, a 
community dining table, an art gallery wall, a kitchenette 
and a fitness room.  

I love that there is  
programming for both 
kids and seniors at the  

community center!

I am so grateful to be  
able to come to the  

center and find  
information that I need!

Garage doors resource library computer lab art + Music classr0om 

- Smartboard
- Mobile projector 
- Mobile tables+chairs 
- Storage for laptops 
- Wireless connection

- Transparent visibility 
- Privacy for classes 
- Adjustable entry 
- Reduced noise level

kitchenette
(Not depicted in this rendering) 
- Island for cooking
- Sink and dishwasher 
- Cabinets and shelves 
- Countertops

- Easel boards 
- Mobile chalkboard 
- Mobile tables, stools 
- Storage for supplies                                                                                   
- Display art wall

- Supportive furniture 
- Lounge furniture 
- Rugs to define space 
- Bookcases for literature 
- Printer station
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NOTE: This diagram is based on a 6200 square foot building.  It is assumed that these spaces may 
have to flex based on the final building that is chosen for a community center in the future.
This diagram shows  program spaces with the following square footages:

150 SF - Kitchenette area
1280 SF - Classroom (x2)
850 SF - Conference room (Capacity at least 12 people)
750 SF - Art Gallery + Dining Area
1500 SF - Lounge, Library, Resource Area
640 SF - Art + Music Room
450 SF - Bathrooms (2)
550 SF - Fitness room

         

                                               

   

                         

  

               
     

Garage doors 

resource library 

computer lab 

art + Music classr0om 

kitchenette
(Not depicted in this rendering) - Smartboard

- Mobile projector 
- Mobile tables & chairs 
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- Transparent visibility 
- Semi-private for classes 
- Adjustable size of entry 
- Noise reduction level

- Island for cooking demos
- Sink and dishwasher 
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- Easy clean countertops
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- Mobile chalkboard 
- Mobile tables, stools 
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- Supportive furniture (seniors) 
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community center conceptual design 
Based on community input and neighborhood need, the aim of the community center 
is to provide a welcoming space for community gathering and resources. In particular, 
the center is intended to celebrate and encourage intergenerational learning by serv-
ing seniors and children after school. The initial focus of the center will be to provide 
technology and computer workshops for community members. Other important 
programming that was highlighted by community members was educational program-
ming around arts and music, history and culture, gardening and cooking. 

The first phase of the community center will be located at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church’s community space while NMPDA and Pilgrim Village seek more permanent 
space that can accomodate the full vision of the center. The first phase of the com-
munity center will feature spaces such as a lounge area, a technology workshop space, 
and a flexible classroom space with ample storage.
In the future, phase two of the community center will provide more spaces for gath-
ering like a conference room, larger dedicated classrooms for art and music, a com-
munity dining table, an art gallery wall, a kitchenette and a fitness room.  
 
The purpose of this diagram is to visualize spatial relationships of a future community 
center and help NMPDA and Pilgrim Village when choosing a community center site. 
The community center phase two spatial diagram is not based on the dimensions of 
a particular site, but rather serves as a guide to the spatial relationships DCDC rec-
ommends for a future community center site. The diagram shown here is based on a 
6200 square foot, one story building. Once a site is chosen, these spatial relationships 
may have to shift due to building structure and size. 
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Based on community input and neighborhood need, the aim of the community center 
is to provide a welcoming space for community gathering and resources. In particular, 
the center is intended to celebrate and encourage intergenerational learning by serv-
ing seniors and children after school. The initial focus of the center will be to provide 
technology and computer workshops for community members. Other important 
programming that was highlighted by community members was educational program-
ming around arts and music, history and culture, gardening and cooking. 

The first phase of the community center will be located at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church’s community space while NMPDA and Pilgrim Village seek more permanent 
space that can accomodate the full vision of the center. The first phase of the com-
munity center will feature spaces such as a lounge area, a technology workshop space, 
and a flexible classroom space with ample storage.
In the future, phase two of the community center will provide more spaces for gath-
ering like a conference room, larger dedicated classrooms for art and music, a com-
munity dining table, an art gallery wall, a kitchenette and a fitness room.  
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center and help NMPDA and Pilgrim Village when choosing a community center site. 
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a particular site, but rather serves as a guide to the spatial relationships DCDC rec-
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Nardin Park Outdoor Community Hub 
Schematic Design + House Space Program 
Concept

A partnership between Nardin Park Improvement 
Rock, residents and stakeholders in Nardin Park, 
and DCDC, this project resulted in a design and 
planting plan for vacant lots on Yosemite Street and 
a programming diagram for a vacant house that will 
be a future IT hub. This community-engaged design 
process happened in the midst of COVID-19 and 
pivoted to ensure safety to community members. 
Surveys were sent to residents to get feedback on 
the design and follow up conversations contributed 
to creating the design.

Partner: Nardin Park Improvement Rock Block Club

NMPDA + PV Community Center Rendering



University Ministry Reflection Garden

University Ministry and Mission Integration partnered 
with DCDC on a community-engaged design 
process for a reflection garden on the grounds of 
Detroit Mercy. The garden will be implemented on 
the McNichols campus on the grassy area west of 
the Life Sciences Building. The design of the garden 
has been informed by a series of conversations with 
faculty, staff, and students. The garden design, which 
will be phased over time, will feature native plantings 
that will engage the senses, foster moments of pause 
and reflection, and create habitat for butterflies and 
bees. The garden offers a space to remember those 
we have lost in the Detroit Mercy community. It 
will be a place where people on campus can have a 
quiet moment of peace or meditation as they move 
through the day as well as a place to gather.

Partner: University of Detroit Mercy

Southwest Detroit Immigrant and Refugee 
Center Engagement + Conceptual Design

The Southwest Detroit Immigrant and Refugee 
Center (SWIRC) provides free and low-cost 
legal services to those who need them most 
in the Detroit area. SWIRC recently purchased 
the property at 329 W Grand Blvd. and worked 
with DCDC, 4545 Architecture and community 
stakeholders to envision and design its renovation as 
a community resource through two key programs: 
Transitional Family Housing and Small Business 
Incubator and Co-working Space.

Partners: Southwest Detroit Immigrant and 
Refugee Center, 4545 Architecture

Sacred Grounds Detroit

This program of the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF) promotes education of our natural spaces 
and the values of pollinator habitats in the urban 
setting. In the second year of this program, seven 
houses of worship were awarded small grants to 
install pollinator habitats that were designed by 
DCDC via a collaborative group workshop process.

Partners: National Wildlife Federation, Citadel of 
Faith, Pure in Heart Missionary Baptist Church, St. 
Suzanne’s Catholic Church, Messiah Covenant Church, 
Galilee Baptist Church, Detroit Hope Community of 
Christ, International Miracle Gospel Tabernacle
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Kresge Innovative Projects: Detroit 
Community-Engaged Design Curriculum

DCDC worked with Kresge and Michigan 
Community Resources (MCR) to develop a 
workshop series focused on community-engaged 
design for KIP:D grant recipients, featuring the 
work and wisdom of local and national peers. This 
work will culminate in an audio-visual resource for 
community-engaged design.  

Partners: The Kresge Foundation, Michigan 
Community Resources

Kresge American Cities Workshop Series

DCDC worked with The Kresge Foundation 
American Cities team to design and facilitate 
workshops with grantee and initiative cohorts 
in Fresno and Memphis, focusing on community 
engagement within the constraints of COVID-19. The 
workshops series provided opportunities for peer-
to-peer learning and sharing within each city as well 
as across the three cities engaged in the program. 
This cross-pollination has led to additional sharing of 
strategies for safe and meaningful engagement.

Partner: The Kresge Foundation

Examples of remote engagement materials created within COVID constraints.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT + CAPACITY BUILDING



University of California Davis Public 
Engagement Hub Program and Design 
Workshops

DCDC worked with Public Scholarship and 
Engagement (PSE) leadership to design and facilitate 
a series of workshops with university and community 
stakeholders to further define and design new 
programs and spaces supporting civic scholarship to 
be housed at a forthcoming Public Engagement Hub 
at Aggie Square in Sacramento.

Partner: Public Scholarship and Engagement, 
University of California, Davis

Marygrove P-20 Cradle-to-Career Campus 
Community Engagement Framework + 
Campus Planning Engagement Support

DCDC designed, facilitated, and implemented a 
community engagement framework to inform 
the overall cradle-to-career campus concept on 
Marygrove campus as well as individual partners’ 
programs. DCDC also engaged with the ongoing 
master planning effort on campus.

Partners: The Kresge Foundation, Marygrove 
Conservancy, Starfish Family Services, IFF, Detroit Public 
Schools Community District, University of Michigan



Co-op Program
Every semester DCDC hires two-to-four School of Architecture 
students who have a co-op work experience as part of their 
degree. Student designers work alongside DCDC staff learning 
about community-engaged design by doing. We consider this part 
of our teaching commitment within the school and for the next 
generation of community-engaged designers. 

2020 Student Designers 

Philip Jurkowski
Neteya Tavernier
Joseph Loria
Farinaz Asghari Torkamani
Maria Jose
Allison Jia Yu
Emmanuel Pillah 
Galal Abdullah

TEACHING



Student work by Madison Girolamo

School of Architecture (SOA) Curriculum
DCDC staff teaches Public Interest Design (PID) architecture studios 
in the School of Architecture curriculum every year, focusing on a 
Detroit project with community and collaborative implications. This 
year’s studio focused in the Good Stock area on Detroit’s east side. 
DCDC staff also teach other SOA core courses, included below.

• Community Resilience Hubs: Designing Just Environments, 
Instructors Josh Budiongan + Ceara O’Leary, Fall 2020
• Site Analysis + Design, Instructor Charles Cross, Fall 2020

Master of Community Development Program
DCDC staff also teach and speak in the Master of Community 
Development Program. This year multiple staff guest lectured in 
MCD courses and taught the following courses:

• Introduction to Physical Development, Instructors Christina 
Heximer + Virginia Stanard, Fall 2020
• History, Theory and Practice of Community Engagement, 
Instructor Ceara O’Leary, Summer 2020
• Master of Community Development Workshop Series, 
Coordinator Toni Henry, 2020



Presentations, Lectures + Panel Discussions
Landscape Architecture Magazine Panel Discussion, A Plague x Two: Black Designers on 
the Landscapes of Public Health and Public Violence, June 22, 2020
Michigan ASLA, Design Justice and Community Engagement: A Designer’s Role in 
Landscape Architecture, July30, 2020
City College of New York, Master of Landscape Architecture Program, “Detroit’s 
Productive Landscapes,” October 21, 2020
Harvard Graduate School of Design, Landscape Practices Seminar, Panel on Race + 
Practice, October 23, 2020
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Conference, Community Design 
Centers: Community Table Panel Discussion, November 6, 2020
“Considering Language and Word Value,” Association for Community Design Annual 
Conference, September 2020
A New Way Forward: Reimagining the Nonprofit Workplace, “Creative Design 
Solutions for the Workplace,” Co.Act Detroit, panelist, July 2020
Capital Impact Partners, Equitable Development Initiative, “Engaging Residents & 
Community Stakeholders as part of the Real Estate Development Process, panelist, May 
2020
AIA Cincinnati VISION, “Pocket Parks to Policy: Collaborative Practice & Community-
Engaged Design,” February 2020
“Reimagining the Civic Commons: Detroit Project Summary,” National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Roundtable on Population Health Improvement, 
The Value of Inclusive Places for Health, Equity, and Well-being Workshop, February 
2020
“Value-Based Education: A Case for Biased Pedagogies and Practices in Detroit,” 
Environmental Design Research Association 51st Annual Conference, co-authored with 
Claudia Bernasconi and Virginia Stanard, April 2020
Guest lecture, Boston Architectural College, “Gateway Fall 2020 | Contested Territories: 
Design + Justice,” November 2020
Presentation, Charrette Venture Group Partners Round Table
Presentation, Salazar Architect, Inc. speaker series, October 2020
“Community Engagement in Times of COVID-19: A Peer-to-Peer Conversation,” 
Webinar, Association for Community Design, December 2020, with Hester Street 
Collaborative 
“Navigating Change,” Association of Architecture Organizations, December 2020, with 
Anne-Marie Lubenau and Ann Yoachim
Pathways to Equity Virtual Program, Module 4: Strategies & Practices, Panel: Community 
Engagement During These Times, Guest Speaker + Panelist, December 2020

KNOWLEDGE SHARING 



Participation in Conferences:
American Society of Landscape Architects, November 2020 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Conference, June 2020 
Detroit GIS Day, November 2020
Building the Engine of Community Development in Detroit, 5th Annual Summit, 
December 2020 
Environmental Design Research Association 51st Annual Conference, April 2020
Design Futures Student Leadership Forum + Faculty Convening, January + July 2020

In the past several months, we have attended a wide range of webinars on the topics of 
community engagement during the pandemic and community resiliency in an effort to 
integrate lessons into our work at DCDC and in our curriculum. 

Papers/Publications:

“Shared, Offsite and Green: Leveraging Neighborhood Stormwater Infrastructure,” 
Dichotomy Student Journal, University of Detroit Mercy, 2020 (forthcoming).

“Bridging Needs with Research through Action-Oriented Community Design,” 
CONVERGE COVID-19 Working Groups for Public Health and Social Sciences 
Research Agenda-Setting Paper, co-authored with Jeff Carney, Ann Yoachim, et al., 
2020

Publications featuring DCDC work:

Katie Swenson, Design With Love: At Home in America, Schiffer Publishing, 2020. 
Featuring the Enterprise Rose Architectural Fellowship.

“The Twin Pandemics,” Landscape Architecture Magazine, August 2020, featuring 
Charles Cross, Director of Landscape Design

Design Core Guide for Real Estate Development, September 2020

Model D: 
Resilient Neighborhoods: These two nonprofits are bringing youth-driven spaces to 
SW Detroit, September 2020
A ‘well-spring of creativity, energy, and Detroit hustle’: 28 projects win $1.9M in 
Kresge grants, August 2020
City of Detroit receives $1M in new investment from Reimagining the Civic 
Commons initiative, June 2020



Boards and Committees:

Association for Community Design, Board Member, Research Committee

Design As Protest, Core Organizer, Field Organizing Committee

Design Future Leadership Forum + Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Cohort Faculty

Dark Matter University, Core Organizer

American Society of Landscape Architects, Member

Michigan Society of Landscape Architects, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Committee Member

National Organization of Minority Architects, Member, Faculty Advisor

Black Landscape Architects Network, Member and Treasurer

Fulbright-Hays Fellow

Dunamis Community Development Corporation, Board Member

Denby Neighborhood Alliance, Advisory Committee

Landscape Architecture Foundation Scholarship for Inclusive Community Design, Juror

Cass Avenue Bridge Project Public Art, Committee Member

Cuba Cultural Asset Mapping, Project Advisor

Detroit Eagles Athletic Club, Board Member

Charles H. Wright Museum, Advisory Council Member

University of Detroit Mercy African American Studies Program, Advisory Committee Member

University of Detroit Mercy Master of Community Development Advisory Board

AIA Housing + Community Development Knowledge Community Advisory Group 

Enterprise Rose Architectural Fellowship Selection Committee Advisor 

Wayne State University Transformative Research in Urban Sustainability and Training (T-RUST) 
Graduate Program Advisory Board

Converge, National Science Foundation, Bridging Community Needs and Research through 
Action-Oriented Co-Design, Working Group Member

ACSA 109th Annual Meeting Expanding the View, Reviewer

University of Detroit Mercy Strategic Planning Implementation Committee

KNOWLEDGE SHARING



Community Partners
Our work would not be possible without our amazing community 
partners, whom we work alongside to develop community 
engagement processes and design projects. We deeply value our 
ongoing relationships and the trust partners bring to the process.

Funding Partners
We are also thankful for a funding community that supports our 
work and that of our community partners. We consider our funding 
partners as thought partners and allies in this work. 

In 2020, direct foundation support was provided by:

Private donations were provided by:
Catie & Dennis O’Leary
Ronald L. Grzesiak
Anonymous

To donate, visit: www.givecampus.com/schools/
UniversityofDetroitMercy/detroit-collaborative-design-center

THANK YOU!



Detroit Collaborative Design Center
University of Detroit Mercy
School of Architecture

Facebook @DCDC.UDM
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